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City of Gresham - Parks & Recreation, Trails and Natural Areas Master Plan
Summary Report for Discussion Groups

May 2nd and 4th, 2024
Verde / MIG / City of Gresham

Overview:
The Gresham Parks 2035 is conducting meetings with Spanish, Russian, and Ukrainian speaking
residents to assess their park and recreation needs and priorities. Verde, the City of Gresham
and MIG staff conducted two in-person meetings in May. The team will meet with these same
groups again in September 2024 to discuss more specific recommendations for park and
recreation facility improvements.

Format:
● Presentation given by MIG staff
● Break-out small group discussions to answer questions
● Dot sticker activity to rank facilities needed and top park activities
● Large group share-out and next steps

Baseline Discussion Questions:
1. How often do you visit one of the City’s parks, recreation facilities, trails or natural

areas and which places do you visit most often?
2. What are your favorite things to do at these facilities?
3. What is missing or lacking about these facilities that you wish were there?
4. Are there things that need to be improved or enhanced? If so, what are they?
5. Do you feel safe when using these facilities? If not, why not and what can the City do

to make these facilities safer?
6. In general, what types of parks, recreation facilities, or trails that you most need or

want to see more of in Gresham?
7. If the City does not have enough money to pay for all the things you would like to see,

what are your one or two top priorities (e.g., play equipment, benches, trails, shelters
for larger gatherings, community gardens, etc.)? [Note: For this question, we’ll use a
“dot” exercise to identify your top three priorities. Please place dots next to the three
types of activities and facilities on the photo boards that are most important to you.]

8. Are any of these facilities you visit within walking distance of your home? If so, are
there any barriers (e.g., busy roads, lack of sidewalks, etc.) that make it harder to
walk to these facilities?

9. How can we continue to work with you and other community members to engage
you in this planning process?

10. Is there anything else you would like to tell us?



Synthesized Responses:

Date: May 2nd, 2024
Time: 6-8pm
Languages: Spanish and Russian
# of Participants: 14 (12 Spanish-speakers, 2 Russian-speakers)

Small Group Discussions:
*star next to most popular responses

● How often and which places are visited most often:
○ 2-3 times/week, every weekend
○ Yamhill, Rockwood*, Red Sunset (aka Duck Park)*, Nadaka*, Powell Butte,

Springwater Corridor, East Gresham Park, Vance, Main City*
○ Parks closest to home or work or the max line
○ Don’t know the names of many parks

● Favorite activities to do at these places:
○ Taking kids or grandkids to the park to play and enjoy natural areas*
○ Family gatherings*
○ Community events
○ Birdwatching
○ Relaxing and enjoying nature, breathing fresh air*
○ Running, walking*
○ Walking dogs
○ Sports like soccer, tennis, & basketball

● What is missing or lacking? What needs to be improved or enhanced?
○ Lights*
○ Benches/seating*
○ More bathrooms and increase maintenance*

■ TP, soap and other supplies in bathrooms
○ Grills in summer
○ More and functional water faucets/fountains/washing stations*
○ Enclosed dog areas
○ Picnic shelters, covered areas*
○ Missing volleyball courts
○ More play structures and equipment*
○ Maintenance of playground amenities (interactive/percussion toys often broken)
○ Live music in parks
○ Better outreach of park events in different languages
○ More clean-up crews
○ Houseless population mitigation*



○ Signs are too small, illegible or close to the ground
○ More parking
○ Separate bike lands from walking
○ More walking trails and trees*
○ Facilities for people with disabilities
○ Softer surfaces instead of concrete
○ More durable materials for benches
○ More garbage cans

● How to improve safety:
○ Lights*
○ Police presence/Security*
○ Security cameras
○ More people/families in parks
○ Ways to call security/911, buttons
○ Don’t allow drugs, smoking or camping in parks
○ Clean up hazardous items like syringes
○ Addressing vandalization
○ Provide reflective belts

● Types of parks, recreation facilities, or trails you most need or want to see more of?
○ Nature parks with lots of trees
○ Themed parks like Vancouver dinosaur park (Nikkei Park)
○ Parks with more equipment and play structures for recreational activities (Cully

Park)
○ Zumba in the park like Beaverton parks
○ Modern parks like the one at Reynolds
○ Play parks that are aesthetically pleasing and use recycled materials
○ Safe and secure parks like those in Happy Valley

● Barriers to walking to parks close to home:
○ No sidewalks, lots of houses, busy streets

● How to continue to work with and engage community members in planning process?
○ By phone for some (Spanish community)
○ More events and meetings*
○ Slavic community is large and wants to be engaged

■ FB, email, Gresham newspaper, Russian/Slavic radio
○ Respond to questions and comments from engagement session and follow up

with plan to address these issues
● Other

○ Less taxes or better use of taxes
○ More transparency around how funds are being used
○ Generally feels less safe than 25 years ago or pre-Covid
○ Main City park feels safer, depends on time of day



Sticker Ranking Activity:
Participant were asked to rank their top 3 Park Activities and Facilities Needs

Top Park Activities

Fitness and exercise 8

Other social gatherings (picnics, parties) 6

Nature exploration and wildlife watching 6

Play in or visit playgrounds 4

Team of individual sports 4

Outdoor games and activities 4

Community events (concerts, farmer’s markets) 4

Walking/hiking 3

Indoor recreational activities 3

Be near water 2

Walk or play with dogs 1

Cycling 0

Top Facility Needs

Unique play features (inclusive games, nature games, water games) 7

Other: Light 6

Sports fields 4

Recreation space/courts for indoor sports 4

Green spaces, trees and natural areas 4

Picnic shelters, pavilions, shade structures 3

Tennis courts 3

Pickleball courts 2

Community gardens 2



Dog park 2

Natural paths/trails 2

Outdoor fitness equipments 1

Bike pump, track or skills course 0

Disc golf 0

Art, cultural or interpretive elements 0

Multi-use paths/trails 0

Date: May 4th, 2024
Time: 10am-12pm
Languages: Spanish, Ukrainian and English
# of Participants: 11 (# Spanish-speakers, # Ukrainian-speakers)

Small Group Discussions:
*star next to most popular responses

● How often and which places are visited most often:
○ Main City, Springwater Corridor, Red Sunset, Gradin Community Sports Park
○ Parks near home

● Favorite activities to do at these places:
○ Walking
○ Nature viewing
○ Watch sports games
○ Dog walking

● What is missing or lacking? What needs to be improved or enhanced?
○ Benches
○ Covered areas*
○ Water stations
○ Bathrooms*

■ Permanent bathrooms
■ Bathrooms that are actually open
■ Bathrooms for toddlers

○ More garbage cans
○ Better maintenance
○ Poop bags on path for dogs
○ Sports fields/courts (tennis, soccer)*
○ More play structures



○ Exercise equipment
○ More community gardens and flowers
○ Map of Gresham parks and facilities/features listed
○ Separate walking path from bikes and dogs
○ Community clean up and planting events
○ Wayfinding signage

● How to improve safety:
○ Ways to call for help
○ Security cameras
○ More light
○ Reduce exposure to high traffic
○ Reduce houseless camps*

● How to continue to work with and engage community members in planning process?
○ Continue to host meetings and show community progress

● Other
○ How to reserve park space or find out if it’s being reserved?
○ Outreach and info to churches, community events, farmer’s markets, QR codes on

parks and trails (Ukrainian community)

Summary and Key Takeaways:
The community engagement sessions held on May 2nd and 4th, 2024, provided valuable
insights into local residents' use and perceptions of parks in their area. The discussions
highlighted the frequent visitation of parks like Main City, Red Sunset, Nadaka, and others, with
some participants visiting parks 2-3 times a week or every weekend. Participants, predominantly
Spanish-speaking, emphasized their preference for parks near home or work, and some noting
that they did not know the names of many parks. Favorite activities included family/social
gatherings, enjoying nature, exercise and playing sports, with a preference for places that
offered amenities for children, recreational activities, and natural areas.

Key areas for improvement focused on increasing safety and improved facilities in parks.
Participants expressed a strong need for better lighting, more benches, additional bathrooms
with adequate supplies, and increased maintenance. There were also calls for specific
amenities like enclosed dog areas, sports fields, play structures, and functional water stations.
Concerns about safety were prominent, with suggestions for security measures such as police
presence, security cameras, and ways to call for help. There was also a desire for parks to have
better infrastructure, such as sidewalks, covered areas, and separate paths for pedestrians. To
continue community engagement, participants mentioned holding more meetings and a need
for more inclusive communication and follow ups on progress. They also suggested a variety of
platforms, including social media, local newspapers, and the radio, to keep residents informed
and involved in park planning and events.
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